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In its widest sense literature for children has probably
existed from the beginning of human life. Even during the primitive
time mothers must have chanted words of love and nonsense to their
babies. Stories that were told to children thousands of years ago
are still familiar today. According to World Book Encyclopedia,
perhaps then, the best words in any language are couched in beautiful
writing. Books and magazines written especially for children are a
relatively new kind of literature. In fact, such literature is a
little more than one hundred years old. Before 1850, writers tried
to teach and improve children. The only book for children taught
lessons on how to behave and what to believe.^
Children found these books dull and tiresome, they turned
instead to stories that their parents and older friends enjoyed. Many
children still read and love some of the literature that was written
primarily for adults, such as Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe, Johnathan
Swift's Gulliver's Travels. and Washington Irving's Rip Van Winkle.
Today, children may choose from thousands of books and
magazines written and illustrated especially for them. Good books as
I
Clarence L. Barnhart and Others, World Book Encyclopedia
(Chicago: Field Enterprises Educational Corporation, 1964), Vol. XII.
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well as many magazines make it possible for children to live more lives
than one. By opening a book or going to a story hour at the library,
children can share the experience of a boy clinging on the back of a
goose flying high over Sweden, a tomboy growing up in Hungary or a man
cast away on a desert island.
Through intelligent use and understanding of children's period¬
icals, children may literally inherit a rich background. Constant use
of periodicals through various stages of their lives will help them to
clarify, formulate, and express ideas born from their common experiences.
Children need books with substance that may contribute to their well
being. Periodicals hold an important place in the elementary schools
and library and in so doing offer children many and varied oppor¬
tunities of which they were formerly deprived.
Periodicals contain more than materials through which children
achieve skill in reading because many children have learned to read
but do not, of their own accord, use reading to any great extent.
Books and magazines have always been a source of information, comfort,
inspiration, and pleasure for adults as well as children. In dis¬
cussing the use of periodicals, many authorities have agreed that they
are offered to meet the needs of a particular group of readers at a
particular time. Periodicals can be used to stimulate the imagination,
entertain, supply information, and broaden the mind.^
On the other hand, while authorities generally agree on the
^Charlotte S. Huck and Doris Young, Children's Literature in
Elementary School (New York: Holt, Rhinehart and Winston Company,
1962), p. 40.
3
purpose of periodicals, there are some opposing points of views
regarding what children should be allowed to read. There are some
who feel that children should be protected from some of the vulgarity,
vice, and violence found in certain types of literature, while others
believe that a child should have access to any form of books. In a
provocative article Martin asserts that "books are to be read" and
makes a plea for elimination of censorship.
The newspaper, the advertising flier, the business
letter, the bulletin headquarters—these are reading
exercises which neither stretch our mental muscles nor
stimulate our nerves; we absorb, digest, and eject
them with, at most, a slight quiver here and there in
the nervous system. But every now and then we read
something and we know we have been stirred; we remem¬
ber the experience and even if we do not measure it,
we know it has consequences in our lives. It is that
kind of reading to which we must turn if we hope to
find why books are to be read, why reading is worth¬
while.
Whether or not all books are made available to children, there
still remain the problems of helping them to become increasingly
mature in their reading taste as evidenced by their reading selection
of materials.^
In recent years, some of the largest publishing houses in the
United States have greatly increased their production of easy-to-read
literature for young children. The idea for simple reading material
for older children who have difficulty with reading has been used at
least thirty years, but the printing of many easy, single books for
^Helen Huus, "Developing Taste in Literature in Elementary
Grades," Elementary English. University of Wisconsin, December 1962.
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beginning readers is sufficiently familiar and so widely used that some
analysis of their content may be in order.
Once children have mastered the basic skill of reading, their
continuing growth depends to a large extent upon the amount of reading
they do. Children who enjoy reading and who, therefore, read a great
deal, nearly always increase their reading rate, improve their compre¬
hension, and expand their vocabulary. Children on the other hand, who
shy away from reading show little growth. It is evident, therefore,
that one of the most important parts of a good school curriculum is an
adequate leisure reading program. Periodicals constitute an important
facet of the leisure reading program.
Schools should accept responsibility for regular, carefully-
planned instruction in the periodicals, beginning in the primary
grades, provide suitable juvenile and adult magazines that children
thoroughly enjoy, and help children develop effective standards in
choosing magazines, and efficient plans for reading them.
According to a study that George W. Nowell did in the recent
issue of Elementary English, he found that children of the elementary
grades place reading of their favorite magazine and newspaper near
the top of enjoyable pursuits, and will continue to do this throughout
their lives if they follow their elders. The time they devote to
periodicals will dwarf that given to books more than half, including
some college graduates who will discontinue books after they leave
school.^
^George W. Nowell, "The Challenge of Periodicals in Education,"
Elementary English. April, 1966.
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Evolution of the Problem
This problem grew out of the writer's experience in observing
children select their choice of periodicals from the library. In many
instances they would select one or more of the kinds of periodicals
that the writer hopes to analyze.
Interest was further stimulated during a reading follow-lesson
related to children's magazines. It was observed that even the slow
reader was encouraged and motivated to explore various types of
children's magazines. This brought about a desire on the writer's
part to learn more about the values of this type of material to the
intermediate reading program.
Contribution to Educational Research
Periodicals play an important part in the educational and
recreational development of children's life. Since children read much
and varied literature, parents and teachers should know more about the
kinds of periodicals that are available, and what is being presented
in them. It is hoped then, that this study will serve as an aid for
teachers, librarians, and parents in helping children to select their
own choice of periodicals that will satisfy their own individual
interest. It is further hoped that the results of the analysis may be
of value in determining the place of these periodicals in an inter¬
mediate reading program.
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Statement of the Problem
The major problem involved in this study was to analyze,
interpret, and appraise seven selected children's periodicals with
reference to; physical format, typography, variety of content, and
adaptability of content to the program of reading in the intermediate
grades.
Statement of Purpose
The major purpose of this research was to develop a content
analysis of seven selected periodicals for children enrolled in the
reading program of the intermediate grades. This content analysis
was concerned with the criteria of periodical selection, such as;
physical formet, typography, extent of coverage of articles, and the
appropriateness of the materials for a reading program at the inter¬
mediate grade level.
More specifically, the purpose of this study was to
determine;
1. The desirable features of the physical make-up of
the periodicals
2. The average pagination coverage of articles and/or
topics presented
3. The variety of the overall content of the periodi¬
cals
4. The adaptability of the content to the reading
program of reading for intermediate grade children
5. The extent to which the materials in the periodicals
meet the criteria and fulfill the purposes of litera¬
ture, namely; (a) stimulation of the imagination,
(b) provision of wholesome entertainment, (c) provi¬
sion of mental curiosity and alertness
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6. The peculiar value and/or function of these peri¬
odicals in an intermediate grade level program of
reading
7. The formulation of whatever implications and
recommendations as indicated by the analysis and
interpretation of the data.
Limitation of the Study
This study was limited to the following:
1. The consideration of seven selected periodicals
for children, namely: Jack and Jill. Children's
Activities. Wee Wisdom. Highlights for Children.
Children's Playmates. Bovs' Life, and Children's
Digest.
2. The consideration of the intermediate grades of
the Atlanta Public School System.
Definition of Terms
The basic terms which will be used in this study are defined
below:
1. "Content analysis" refers to a research technique
for the objective, systematic and quantitative
description of manifest content of communication.
2. "Intermediate grade level" refers to pupils who
enrolled in grades 4 through 7 in the Atlanta
Public School System.
3. "Children's magazines" is a collection of articles
and stories on different subjects. Drawings and
pictures are often used to illustrate the articles
and stories. Magazines are sometimes called
periodicals. This is because they are published
at regular intervals.
Locale and Period of the Study
This study was carried out in the Trevor Arnett Library, Atlanta




The Descriptive-Survey Method of research, utilizing the
technique of content analysis, was used to collect the data necessary
to fulfill the purposes of the study.
Instrments/Materials
The materials used in this research as the basic sources of
data were the following children's periodicals:
1. Jack and Jill
2. Children's Activities
3. Wee Wisdom





The procedural steps that were used in the conduct of this
study were as follows:
1. The related literature was read and significant
materials abstracted for inclusion in the finished
thesis copy.
A check-list or check-test was constructed accord¬
ing to criteria requirements which indicate
adequacy and/or desirability of respective items
of appraisal of acceptability of printed materials
as to format, content, coverage, etc.
2.
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3. The seven selected periodicals were carefully-
read, with the appraisal of the factors of
analysis checked off on the record sheets, indi¬
cated in number 2 above, for this purpose.
4. The items entered on the check lists were statis¬
tically treated with reference to frequency and
per cent of appearance.
5. The data from the check-list were assembled in
appropriate tables wherever indicated.
6. The final conclusions, implications, and recom¬
mendations were incorporated in the finished
thesis copy.
Description of the Check-Test
The check-test used in this study was constructed with items
concerned with general and specific features considered most important
in the opinions of authorities and/or accepted criteria in the area of
periodicals selection. In addition, the check-test was designed to
identify the extent of emphasis placed upon their features as was found
in the periodicals used as data source for this analysis.
The check-test was divided into Part I and Part II, and
directions preceded each of these parts. In Part I an "X" was placed
in the column opposite each of the items in order to indicate the
presence of a given feature within the periodical. The check was
placed in the column designed "Yes" if the feature was obviously
present. A check was placed in the column designed "No" if there was
no clear evidence of the feature.
In Part II each item was rated on a scale from "4" to "0" with
4 representing the highest rank. The relative quality of special
features was indicated according to this code:
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"4" means "at an excellent level"
"3" means "at a good level"
"2" means "at a fair level"
"1" means "at a poor level"
"0" means "no evidence"
Survey of Related Literature
In surveying the related literature pertinent to this study
the writer gave special attention to (a) the history and development
of content analysis, (b) several individual studies utilizing the
technique of content analysis, and (c) the intermediate reading program.
History and development of content analysis.--The development
of the technique of content analysis has somewhat of a natural history
in the development of social science procedures. Initially, content
analysis had little activity until it was applied to new fields and
new problems. The field then grew rapidly until it reached a state
of development of which it became the subject of both methodological
treaties and general reviews of its status.^
Content analysis was first used by journalism and later by
sociologists to study the content of American newspapers. The early
interest of students decreased, however, until the late 1830's when
content analysis was given an important stimulus through the work of
Harold D. Lasswell and his associates, and through his growing
interest in propaganda and public opinion, and the emergence of the
radio and a medium of communication. During World War II, content
analysis was employed by several government agencies charged with
^Bernard Berelson, Content Analysis In Communication Research
(Illinois: The Free Press Publishers, 1952), p. 21.
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responsibilities in the field of mass communication. In this
connection, Waples describes the evolution of print-communication as
a medium of "mass communication." According to Waples, until the
nineteenth century communication by print was largely elite communica¬
tion. A minority of writers communicated to minority of readers, and
print was discussed in literary terms and judged by literary values.
With popular education and the penny press, however, communication by
print has become mass communication. The minority still writes, but
for all to read; and the print is discussed in social terms and used
for social purposes. More recently still, print has shared this field
of mass communication with radio and motion pictures. But despite
their competition and some cases because of it, print exerted an
1
effective influence upon public opinion.
Berelson describes the increasing use of "content analysis" in
research, thusly: Content analysis techniques have been applied more
and more in recent years. In fact, the output of content analysis
studies has sharply increased in every five-year period over the past
thirty years from about two studies a year, then four, eight, twelve
and in most recent years, to an average of about twenty-five a year.
p
Presumably the field is still expanding.
During the development of content analysis it has been found
that almost every kind of verbal communication, and some non-verbal
communication, has been studied. Music, gesture, maps, and art have
^Douglas Waples, Print, Radio and Film in a Democracy (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1942), p. 41.
2
Berelson, op. cit., p. 21.
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been analyzed; however, most studies have dealt with the content of
newspapers. Each medium of communication has been given some atten¬
tion—radio, movies, books, magazines, letters, speeches, leaflets,
dairies, and conversation. The maturity or at least the adolescence
to which content analysis had grown by the early 1940's is indicated
by appearance of several methodological reports on general reviews of
the technique. Berelson defined this technique as follows: "Content
analysis is a research technique for the objective, systematic and
quantitative description of manifest content of communication."^
Berelson also states three general assumptions which are basic
to content analysis:
1. Content analysis is often done to reveal the
purposes, motives and other characteristics of
the communicators as they are (presumably)
reflected in the content; or to identify the
(presumable) effects of the content upon the
attention, attitudes, or acts of readers and
listeners.
2. It is assumed that there is a common meeting
ground between communicator and audience, that
is, the content analyst assumes that the
'meanings' which he ascribes to the content, by
assigning it to certain categories, corresponds
to the 'meanings' intended by the communicator
and/or understood by the audience.
3. Content analysis assumes that the quantitative
descriptions of communications content is
meaningful . . . , that the frequency of occur¬
rence of various characteristics of the content
is itself an important factor in the communica¬
tions process, under specific conditions.^
^Berelson, op. cit.. p. 18.
^Ibid., pp. 18-19.
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There are several stylistic features that content analysts use
for identifying the sorts of things they wish to find. "One might use
the entire language, styles of various periods, types of discourse,
and individual author."^
Qualitative content analysis takes into account such character¬
istics as; careful counting especially for objectivity, precision and
accuracy so that summarization can be easily made. Categories of
large frequencies are set up for study. There is a desire for a large
degree of specification. "The materials to be analyzed are represent¬
ative enough to justify the effort. Content areas are to be statis-
O
tically related to numerical non-content areas."
According to Berelson, there are five units to be considered
in content analysis. However, one must choose the unit that best fits
the type of analysis he wishes to do. The critical units in content
analysis are; word, theme, character (fictional, historical, et cetera),
item (newspaper-domestic-foreign, politics. International affairs),
space and time measures (inches, paragraph, page or interrelation of
3





^thiel de Sola Pool, Trends in Content Analysis (Urbana,
Illinois; University of Illinois Press, 1959), p. 189.
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The categories of content analysis are further delineated by
such qualities of reaction-pattern as: pro-con, favorable-unfavorable,
positive-negative, for-against, affirmative-negative, optimistic-
pessimistic. During the 1930*s and 1940’s, frequency was used in
terms of these categories. Since that time, contingencies are found
to be more helpful. Contingencies are considered a quantitative
procedure; for it involves counting also, but not how often it occurs,
but how often it appears in conjunction with other symbolic units.
The selection of units in analysis are words, phrases, ideas, sentences,
paragraphs, columns or whole articles.
Several individual studies utilizing the technique of content
analysis.—Margaret Jacobs conducted a content analysis study of
three educational journals, in which she developed, analyzed and inter¬
preted the range, variety, and quality of the professional and non¬
professional material of the G.T.E.A. Herald, the GE Journal, and the
N.E.A. Journals.^
Mirian Jellins analyzed the reading research done at Atlanta
University from 1933-1959. This analysis included seventy-four of
seventy-seven theses submitted to the School of Education, English,
and the School of Arts and Sciences at Atlanta University. Jellins
.surveyed and interpreted theses submitted in the area of reading with
Margaret A. Jacobs, "Content Analysis of Three Educational
Journals" (unpublished Master's thesis. School of Education, Atlanta
University, 1961).
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respect to psychological and sociological concepts.^
In an analytical study of twenty-one social studies textbooks
for fifth grade students, Maurice Haynes sought to find out if the
books emphasized uniform activities which lead to competent living in
a democratic society. A check-list containing twenty items was used
to examine the content of the social studies books. This check-list
contained crucial conceptualizations that should be operative in a
2democratic society.
A content analysis of eight pieces of children's literature
found to be popular among elementary grade pupils was conducted by
C. B. McCrary. The author took selected pieces of literature through
five major areas, the introduction of the book, information found •
within the book, attitudes of value, esthetic value, and non-desirable
O
qualities.
The writer has noted three additional studies conducted in the
Atlanta University Center concerning content analysis. Mohammad R.
Russein conducted a study of Articles Dealing with Book Fairs and
Indexed in Library Literature. He sought to distribute articles
according to the year of their publication, the subject content of the
^Mirian Jellins, "Analyzing Reading Research" (unpublished
Master's thesis. School of Education, Atlanta University, 1961).
Maurice Haynes, "A Content Analysis of Fifth Grade Social
Studies Textbooks" (unpublished Master's thesis. School of Education,
Atlanta University, 1963).
3 ,Clara B. McCrary, "Content Analysis of Eight Pieces of
Children's Literature" (unpublished Master's thesis. School of
Education, Atlanta University, 1963).
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fifty-one articles by profession of the author, and by the type of the
periodical used in Book Fairs.^
The intermediate reading program.—Today's children are
tomorrow's adults, and the reading habits, interest, and tastes formed
during childhood determine to a great extent the adult reading patterns
of the future. Building a lasting interest in reading, and developing
an appetite for what is worth reading, are two objectives that have
tremendous long-range significance. Of what value is it to skillful
readers if the skill is used to little purpose in adult years? A good
reading program must create the desire to read and help the individual
to find pleasurable recreation in reading. It should also foster the
desire to read for personal development, to learn more about the world,
and to gain increasing understanding of people and society.
The intermediate stage of reading is one of wide reading.
During this stage, which includes the reading program of the fourth
and fifth grades, emphasis should be on reading that extends and
enriches the child's experience. The basic skills of comprehension
and word recognition should be improved in the middle grades. Silent
reading should become more rapid than oral reading and should occupy
most of the reading time. Training in the use of books and in
locating information should be definitely provided. Special attention
Hlohammad R. Russein, "A Content Analysis Study of Articles
Dealing With Book Fairs and Indexed in Library Literature"
(unpublished Master's thesis. School of Library Service, Atlanta
University, Atlanta, Georgia, 1962).
^Albert J. Harris, How to Increase Reading Ability (New York:
Longmans, Green and Company, 1959), p. 15.
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should be given to the development of skills involved in reading
factual material. Fostering the habit of reading for pleasure should
be a major goal, and increasing amounts of independent reading should
be accomplished, both in school and out of school,^
One of the most crucial tasks in a reading program is the
transformation of children whose attitude toward reading has been one
of indifference or active dislike into avid readers. Variety of
ways should be provided to entice children to begin pleasurable
2
reading.
Ingenious teachers find many many ways of suggesting new
fields of reading to pupils. Some very good material is available in
magazines, and since the reading of newspapers and magazines con¬
stitutes a great bolt in adult reading, children should be given an
opportunity to develop an acquaintance with these kinds of reading
3
matter in school.
Magazines should have a place in the library collection. Many
boys with narrow reading interests enjoy pouring over such magazines
as Popular Science and Popular Mechanics. Magazines of the digest
type contain many interesting articles suitable for remedial use as
well as for normal readers at higher levels.^
^Ibid.
2
"Developing the Reading Interest of Children," A Report of a
Committee of the Upper Grades Study Council, Cincinnati, Elementary
English Review. XX (1943), pp. 279-286.
3
Harris, op. cit., p. 489.
^Ibid., p. 496.
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Summary of Selected Criteria
The selected criteria used in evaluating the seven periodicals
for children's magazines are summarized in the statements to follow.
1. Format; A practical format in a children's magazine
is a size of page which can accommodate an attrac¬
tively introduced department and satisfy a child's
enjoyment of ample picture space. But it should not
be awkward to handle, nor print should not strain
the eyes either by its size, its indistinctness, or
its spacing.
2. Appearance; Appeal should be to the normal taste
through use of color and style which is challenging
but not sensational nor colorless. Pictures should
have a realism and intimacy which invite directly
to the text, without the exploitation of curiosity.
Individual departments should be pleasingly
embellished, so that the magazine tempts the young
reader.
3. Organization of Content; The content must not be
more juvenile in its appeal than the oldest reader
for whom it is intended, for it may be assumed that
little children will read the attractively presented
children's department in the adolescent magazine but
the adolescent literature, enclosed within however
attractive primary cover, is lost. A clear dis¬
cussion of age appeal is most necessary in those
magazines put out for family use, so that the small
child does not need to make a confusing search to
find what is for him.
4. Activities; Things-to-do departments should be
interesting to the age of reader for whom they are
planned, with clear directions, and material suggested
vdiich can be found in ordinary home or can be
purchased inexpensively. The amount of adult super¬
vision required should be clearly evident.
5. Literary Content; Some stories which are short, and
easily read by children of the age they are addressed
to, are necessary for young people who need encourage¬
ment in reading worthwhile material. They should
usually be found at the beginning of the issue.
Poetry, whether or not by children, should be musical
and understandingly imaginary so that it cultivates
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the love of language and familiarity with its
potentialities. Humor should be comprehensible
as humor to the child, and not merely in value
to a child.^
6. The physical characteristic of the textbook or
magazine should include suitability in size with
adequate margins, attractive cover title and
decoration, durable bindings, color and quality
of paper designed for ease in reading, and the
size of print and other typographical appearance
sufficiently adequate for the age and grade level
of the child.2
^Laura K. Martin, "Criteria For Children's Magazines,"
Magazines For School Librarian (New York: H. W. Wilson Company, 1950),
p. 33.
Malcolm E. Melliott, "What to Look for in Choosing a Text¬
book?," National Educational Journal, XKXXIV (March, 1955), pp. 152-
154.
CHAPTER II
PRESENTATION AM) ANALYSIS OF DATA
Organization and Treatment of Data
Introductory explanation. This study was limited to seven
selected periodicals for children. The selected list was taken from
a list of those periodicals that were recommended for use in organized
study.
To fulfill the purpose of the study of the content analysis,
the periodicals were examined and analyzed in terms of:
a. Desirable features of the physical make-up
b. Average pagination
c. Overall content
d. Adaptability or function of the content to
an intermediate reading program
e. Extent to which these meet the criteria and
fulfill the purpose of literature.
The seven periodicals used in this study of the content
analysis are described below under the appropriate publication title.
For each periodical there will be presented a general description and
analysis of the physical make-up, the variety of overall content, and
organizational pattern of each of the seven children's periodicals
selected for data source for this study. The total bibliographic infor¬




Pattern of organization.—This periodical emphasized primarily
the study of reading. The stories in the magazines were easy to read.
In the table of contents the editor used this form to divide the
content as; stories and features, verses, and things-to-do. The
illustrations that were done by Herbert Pinzke consist of some bright
colored pictures with some black and white on every page. Often one
picture filled the whole page, or sometimes there were two or some¬
times three small pictures in light colors.
Bibliographical summary.—This periodical was written for
children from four years of age to twelve years of age. It is
published bi-monthly in June, July, and August and monthly the rest
of the year. The periodical,according to the publishers, is "wholesome
fun," dedicated to helping children grow in basic skills and knowledge,
in creativeness, in ability to think and reason in sensitivity to
others, in ideas and worthy ways of living. Highlights for Children
has received the following awards: The Brotherhood Award of the
National Conference of Christians and Jews; The 1958, 1960, and 1961
service award of The National Association for Gifted Children; The
Brotherhood Award of 1960 and 1962 Safety Council for exceptional
Service to Safety.
Physical make-up of the periodical.—This periodical is nine
and one-half by twelve and one-half inches in size and average
between 25 and 50 pages each month. In the specific issues studied,
the 14 point print was done in heavy type. The translucent paper is
dull, cream colored, of excellent quality and medium weight. The
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issues had an average of about 50 illustrations, which were done in
black and white and light colors. They warrant a rating of "fair."
The contents were divided into three sections; stories and features,
verses, and things-to-do. The pages were stapled. The covers were
done in contrasted blocks of light and dark colors that were original
in design and were rated "good" in attractiveness.
Variety of content.—The issues chosen for this study were
published and showed considerable variety in content. Four hundred
and five items were included in the six issues as follows: 91 were
stories, 4 were modern fantasy, 5 were realistic, 5 sports, 6 were
special features, 21 regular features, 31 included modern stories, and
71 were poems. Each page was footnoted giving the value of the page
or the moral of the stories as a guide to parents, teachers and
librarians.
Boys' Life
Pattern of organization.—This periodical was published for
boys ranging from age 11 and up. The items included in the issues
chosen for this study were listed in the tables of contents according
to fictions, articles on science, outdoor life, sports, hobbies,
crafts, and nature. It also included aids to scouting, and twelve
pages of selected and edited comics in full color. This periodical
was recommended for use by upper elementary age children. Although
famous authors of boys stories as well as leaders in the Boy Scout
movement were regular contributors, "Boys' Life will not use tried
and proved writers more than four times a year, because they prefer
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to use some unknowns to break the readers' diet." A high standard of
advertising inclusion is maintained; the policy as stated in each
issue is that the appeal to readers must not be merely to help
scouting by patronizing the advertiser, but must be on the basis of
presenting a product or service actually useful to boys on its on
merits.
Bibliographical sximmary.—This periodical was published by
the Boy Scouts of America. This official publication of the Boy
Scouts of America featured many articles on nature and science,
outdoor life, sports, hobbies, and helpful aids to scouting. It was
published merely for boys who hold interest in outdoor activities.
Physical make-up of the periodical.—Bovs' Life is the best
periodical published for boys today, even though the general format
is poor. It was ten and one-half by thirteen and one-half in size
and averaged between 75 to 100 pages each month. The 14 and 18 point
type used in the periodical was done in medium print. The dull
translucent off-white paper was of medium weight and of fair quality.
There are about 45 illustrations in each issue, done in black and
white and light colors, which warrant the rating of "good." The
periodicals contain many pictures, many of them were of advertisements
and comics. The arrangement was plain, with stories, articles and
special features mixed and scattered throughout the periodical. The
activities and comics sections were arranged in two distinct areas.
The pages were stapled. The covers were original with some type of
Boy Scouts activity illustration. The pictures were "excellent" in
attractiveness and were done in bright colors.
24
Variety of contents.—Published for boys ages 11 and up, this
periodical emphasizes items of interest to the Boy Scout.
January through June were the issues selected for analysis.
In these issues there were about 545 items averaging about 70 items
per issue, there were 22 fictions, 35 non-fiction, about 100 activi¬
ties, and there were about 85 special features, 8 items concerning
sports, 7 about science, 6 about adventures, 21 concerning clubs,
and one item in each issue concerned school life, 7 items were about
animals, children, holidays, careers, and biography.
Of the 102 activities included in these issues, there were
14 hobbies, 13 things-to-do (making costumes, doing exercises,
railroad cars, motor cars, and identification), 82 jokes, one animal
cut-out, and one out door game.
Wee Wisdom
This was considered a serious periodical for the very young
child, as its title indicated, published by the Unity School of
Christianity. According to the publishers it was a "character
building magazine." The place which it had won in public library
children's room is unique, for it was the only religious publication
which, originally distributed by its publishers, continues to circu¬
late on its own momentum among children of all faiths. Each issue
was designed primarily for the young reader.
Its aim was to inculcate religion, but so child-like were
the concepts that there was little to suggest alignment with a
particular philosophy. Bible stories appeared but they were purely
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narrative. There were much in the poems and stories to encourage
social impulses and understanding of other people. The magazine had
a full program of activities including a stamp department, and a
pleasing format, short paragraph, well-spaced and clever drawings,
contributed to the popularity of the magazine which held its own in
competition with other children's magazines.
Bibliographical summary.—This magazine was written for boys
and girls from age 5 to age 13. A very serious publication, its
primary aim was to promote and encourage social impulses and under¬
standing of other people.
Physical make-up of the periodical.—The publication was six
and one-half by eight and one-half inches in size and average between
35 and 40 pages each month. In these publications that were analyzed,
the 14 point print was done in heavy type. The translucent type
paper was white and was of good quality and mediim weight. The
illustrations were in full color with a few black and white pictures
and some complete black pictures. They warrant a rating of "fair."
The content is divided into four sections: stories, poems, activities,
and clubs. The covers were done in bright colors, some of them were
original along with illustrations commemorating the major holiday for
each month from January through June. The illustrations warrant a
rating of "fair."
Variety of content.—The issues chosen showed a variety of
content. The magazines contained 168 items included among them were
49 stories, and 42 poems; also, the 35 activities included things-to-
do making flower pots, making pictures, painting, putting animals
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together, and matching. The other things-to-do included learning
words to a song, learning words to a prayer, and also a section for
hobby (stamp collection).
Children's Activities
Pattern of organization.—This periodical presented a wide
range of interest and activities in its contents. Its format was
considered of such nature that it was one of the best magazines
published for children. It had as its purpose promoting reading
growth, interesting the child, and keeping him engaged in wholesome
activities. The durability of its format, the satisfying size of its
pages and illustrations, and the clear large print were part of an
ever present challenge to read. Stories were short and carchy enough
not to bore the child. Its primary usefulness is at home, where its
great function is to suggest to the child his own line of amusement.
It presented an unusual number of ways of getting one's name into
print with original contributions. Its picture book attributes
rendered it valuable for the child.
Bibliographical summary.--This publication was under the
editorship of a famous child psychologist. Its contents were carefully
planned to encourage reading growth.
Physical make-up of the periodical.—This magazine measured
nine and one-half by twelve and one-half inches in size and has an
average of about 25 to 50 pages in each issue. The print was medium
heavy, done in 18 point type. The semi-gloss, off-white translucent
paper is of medium weight and of excellent quality. It had an average
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of 29 illustrations in each issue, in black and white, and is rated
as "excellent." The arrangement was planned, with items falling into
four categories (activities, stories, special features and verse).
The pages were stapled together, and the covers were illustrated with
bright colors and signed by the illustrators. The covers were rated
as "excellent" in attractiveness.
Variety of content.--The six issues chosen for analysis were
January through June of 1966. A total of 334 items, with an average
of about 47 items per issue, were included in the six issues, 63 were
special features, 49 were activities, 22 were verses, 22 were
fiction, and 11 were non-fiction items.
There were ten items by children, 5 were done on adventures,
21 on recreation and nature. Health, safety, and religion had two
items each in the issues. There were two legends included. There
were three items in each issue concerned with school life, children,
nature, science, sports, history, and geography had two items in
each of the issues.
There were 49 activities, 7 things-to-do in each issue
(drawing, follow the dots and path, and building models). There were
6 picture word stories, 5 jokes, four games in each of the issues.
One hobby (collecting stamps) and one riddle appeared in each issue.
Children's Digest
Pattern of organization.—This magazine was considered as one
of the best magazines published for children today. It contains
excerpts from some of the best children’s literature. Its contents
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included old and new fiction, articles, "how-to-do" features, games,
and other fun materials. This magazine was bound so that it lies
flat when opened and was printed on light green "eye ease" paper.
Bibliographical summary.—This magazine was especially
designed for the six to the twelve year old children. It was published
bi-monthly June, July, August and monthly for the rest of the year.
It was published by the Better Reading Foundation, Inc., in New York
City. This publication also published braile editions for the blind
child.
Physical make-up of the periodical.—This periodical is a pocket
sized publication and measured five and one-half by seven and three-
fourth inches. It had an average of 132 pages in each issue. The
heavy print is in 14 point type. The translucent, tinted, paper is
of medium weight and was of good quality. It had an average of 75
light colored illustrations which were "excellent." The contents
were arranged according to a plan varied the placement of different
types of items. The binding was designed to eliminate the use of
staples. The cover is rated as "excellent" in attractiveness and was
done by illustrators of children's books. Usually, it depicted one
of the stories included in one of the issues.
Variety of content.—The issues chosen for this study were
January through June of 1966. The 85 items in the seven publications
averaged from 40 to 60 in each issue. There were 144 items of
activities, 27 special features, 14 non-fiction items, 10 fiction
items, and five verses. There were seven items classed as literature
(three myths and legends and four fairy tales). Items on history and
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about children appeared four times each; adventure and science
appeared seven times each; recreation and animals had two articles
each; and world relationship and understanding and nature appeared
one time each. Two verses were classes as "other" and include one
on Easter and one on the family.
The 144 activities included 85 riddles, 44 jokes, five picture-
word stories, five indoor games, and five things-to-do (three cross¬
word puzzles and two tricks).
Of the 27 special features, there were 14 book reviews, and
11 comics (seven entertainment and four historical).
Children's Playmate
Pattern of organization.—This magazine was published for
children between the ages of five and nine and emphasized activities
and reading for the very young child. Its cover and appearance
clearly suggested a primary publication. This is a small magazine
which specializes in attractive use of color and superior, child¬
like drawings. The size of many of these was small, and like the very
small print, marked an unfortunate condensation in a publication for
young children. It might disappoint them despite some really good
features. Its best feature were probably the illustrated poems, which
are musical and whimsical enough to delight beginning readers, but
the vocabulary was often difficult for the age which would appreciate
them most. There were many pages describing articles to make, where
directions were not always clear, even to an adult. This was often
true of the puzzles as well. Activities of the playmate club, to
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which much space is given, were frequently quite unchildlike,
smacking of mature charities, or hobbies. Children old enough to
carry on such projects would hardly be interested in the simple
riddles, quizzes, puzzles, and poems which formed the major portion
of the content. For their benefit, an occasional continued ghost
story was included, most of which were commonplace in style and over¬
dramatized in plot. There are very well-known contributors.
Although the cover states that it is for children from four
to fourteen, it was considered doubtful if any periodical could make
a uniformly strong appeal to children of such widely varying ages.
Bibliographical summary.—In addition to the usual type of
stories and articles, this magazine featured contests and sections
featured the output of the very young artist and writer. This was
a colorful, attractive magazine for the six to twelve year old. It
was well illustrated with photo and cartoons, and was an easy to
read type. Published monthly except June through August when it is
published bi-monthly.
Physical make-up of the periodical.—Children's Playmate is
about seven by ten inches in size and had an average of about 52
pages per issue each month. The type is in 14 point type. The
paper was translucent, semi-gloss, off-white and was of medium weight
and fair quality. The average of 32 illustrations was rated "poor"
because they were very small and were done only in black and white.
The arrangement was well planned, and the contents were placed in
sections as they appear on the contents page. The pages were stapled
and carried original pictures that had been signed by illustrators.
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Variety of content.—Issues for January through June 1966
were analyzed. There was a total of 169 items in each issue. Of
the 169 items, 117 were activities, 28 were special features, 10 were
fiction items, seven were non-fiction and seven were verses.
Items on animals appeared six times. There were four items
about children, three by children, three each on adventure and
biography, two about clubs, and one each on world relationships and
understanding and science. There was one legend included.
Of the 117 activities, there were 49 jokes, 31 riddles, 15
things-to-do (giving parties, puzzles, recipes, following the dots,
making costumes and making models), ten hobby reports by children,
nine outdoor games, and three doll cut-outs.
The special features included three letters to the editor,
three sections of pictures by children, two snapshot exchange sections,
two skits, a playlet, a quiz, a pirate code, an Easter egg contest
report, rules for bicycle riding, a list of contest winners, and an
announcement of a drawing and coloring contest.
Jack and Jill
Pattern of organization.—This publication emphasized primarily
things-to-do. There were more things to make and do than the regular
features. There were some easy stories that were short. This is a
publication of The Curtis Publishing Company. There were no advertise¬
ments and the content was widely varied.
Bibliographical summary.—This publication contained stories,
articles, poems, games, riddles, and puzzles, projects, and picture
32
features all tastefully and interestingly illustrated. The format of
this magazine is appealing to pre-school and elementary grade school
children and their parents. The magazines were monthly.
Physical make-up of the publication.—This periodical was six
and one-half by ten inches in size and averaged between sixty and
seventy pages per issue. The print is large and clear, and the
illustrations were in full color. Many of the illustrations were more
or less impressionistic rather than realistic. Jack and Jill*s
illustrations were larger, more colorful, and more expressive than
some other magazines. A rating of "fair" was warranted.
Variety of content.—The issues chosen for this study were
published during the year 1966, from January to June. In the six
issues there were 21 special features, 42 stories, 14 articles,
21 verses, 35 regular features, 84 things to do and make, and a section
from our readers. The usual contents were a story for each age group
between six and twelve, including a continued mystery story and a story
from history, many seasonal poems, puzzles. Informational articles, a
comic page, paper doll cut-outs, words and music for a song, a con¬
struction project, games, and several pages of contributions from
children. A mother's page carries brief notes about contributors.
Jack and Jill is at the peak of its popularity in fourth grade,
although it is also enjoyed by younger children when the content is
read to them, and by somewhat older children.
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Quantitative Appraisal of The
Seven Selected Periodicals
The quantitative appraisal of the periodicals with reference
to physical make-up of the respective features and their order of
evaluation is graphically presented in Table 1 and analyzed under
their respective data-caption.
Physical make-up of the periodicals.—The physical make-up of
the periodicals was an important factor considered in determining the
selection of the seven selected periodicals included the general
format, illustration, size of print, binding, nttmber of pages, and
quality of paper. The general typographical appearance of the
periodical is a feature of the physical which should be critically
appraised. Table 1, page 34, indicates a distribution of rating
according to the selected features which relate to the physical make¬
up of each of the seven periodicals. This table indicates that all
features were obviously present in all of the seven magazines.
They are as follows: Highlights for Children. Boys' Life.
Wee Wisdom. Children's Activities, Children's Digest, Children's
Playmate, and Jack and Jill. All of the periodicals showed evidence
of these features: (1) The covers of the magazines were attractive.
(2) The size of the print seemed adequate. (3) The magazines were
easy to hold for comfortable reading. (4) The print was large and
clear. (5) The quality of the paper was good. (6) The things-to-do
section was suitable for whom it was intended. (7) The stories were
suitable for various ages. (8) The pictures were related to accom¬
panying articles. (9) The illustrations had a genuine appeal to the
TABLE 1
DISTRIBUTION OF RATING OF THE SEVEN PERIODICALS ACCORDING
TO PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS AND GENERAL FEATURES
Questions Regarding Physical
Characteristics and General Format Highlights ForChildri Boys' Life Weeisdom Children's Activities Children's Digest Children's Playmate Jacknd Jill
1, Is the cover of the magazine Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
attractive?
2. Does the size of the print seem
adequate? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
-p-
3. Is the magazine easy to hold for
comfortable reading? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
4. Is the print large and clear? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
5. Is the quality of the paper good? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
6. Is the things-to-do suitable for
whom it is intended? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
TABLE 1--Continued
Questions Regarding Physical
Characteristics and General Format Highlights ForChildren Boys' Life Weeisdom Children's Activities Children's Digest Children's Playmate Jacknd Jill
7. Are the stories suitable for various
ages? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
8, Are the pictures unrelated to
accompanying articles? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
9. Does the illustration have a
genuine appeal? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
36
young readers. (10) The magazines had durable bindings. As may be
noted in Table 1 all answers were, "Yes."
Table 2 presents the rank order according to features of the
physical make-up of each of the seven selected magazines for children.
This indicates that the seven rank in first place because all of the
physical requirements were obviously present.
TABLE 2
RANK ORDER ACCORDING TO PHYSICAL MAKE-UP OF
SEVEN SELECTED PERIODICALS
Names of the Periodicals Rank Order of Rating






Jack and Jill 1
Average pagination coverage.—Table 3, page 37, indicates
the distribution of the number of pages devoted to the selective
features of the selected magazines. The selective features are
stories, activities, poems by children, verses, clubs and others.
The table indicates that the number of pages devoted to the
various features. Highlights for Children, devoted 39 pages to
TABLE 3
DISTRIBUTION OF THE NUMBER OF PAGES DEVOTED TO SELECTIVE
FEATURES IN SEVEN SELECTED PERIODICALS FOR CHILDREN
Names of Magazines Stories Activities Regular Features Poems VersesbyChildren Clubsor Other Totals
1. Highlights for Children 39 78 40 49 14 0 171
2. Boys' Life 49 13 85 0 0 21 171
3. Wee Wisdom 24 70 0 49 0 14 157
4. Children's Activities 49 49 63 0 22 0 183
5. Children's Digest 18 144 27 0 14 0 203
6. Children's Playmate 7 117 7 0 0 0 131
7. Jack and Jill 77 56 25 24 0 0 183
Totals
Issues treated January through June 1966.
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stories, 77 pages to activities, 39 pages to regular features, and
14 pages were devoted to verses. Bovs' Life devoted 49 pages to
stories, 13 pages to activities, 85 pages of regular feature, and 21
pages to poems, Wee-Wisdom devoted 24 pages to stories, 70 pages to
activities, 49 pages to poems, and 4 pages to clubs. Children*s
Activities devoted 49 pages to stories, 49 pages to activities,
63 pages to regular features, and 22 pages were devoted to poems by
the children. Children's Digest devoted 18 pages to stories, 144
pages to activities, 27 pages to regular features, and 17 pages were
devoted to verses by the children. Children's Playmate devoted 17
pages to stories, 117 pages to activities, and 7 pages to regular
features. Jack and Jill devoted 77 pages to stories, 21 pages to
regular features, and 24 pages were devoted to poems by children.
Variety of overall content.—In the analysis of the seven
issues Table 4 reveals that all content were obviously present in
four of the seven periodicals. They are as follows: Highlights For
Children. Children's Digest. Children's Playmate, and Jack and Jill.
Of the remaining issues, one magazine showed "no evidence" of the
periodical containing epic, myth, and legend. One magazine showed
evidence of containing folk tales, fables, and fiction. Another
showed evidence of poems written by children, poems by known poets,
and special program suggestion. The five features are described in
terms of per cent. This indicates that 42 per cent of the magazines
show "no clear evidence" of the feature mentioned.
Adaptability of contents to a reading program.—The magazines
were appropriate in terms of developing comprehension in specific
TABLE 4
DISTRIBUTION OF THE RATING OF THE SEVEN PERIODICALS ACCORDING
TO VARIETY OF OVERALL CONTENT
Highlights ForChildren Boys' Life Weeisdom Children's Activities Children's Digest Children's Playmate Jacknd Jill
I, Stories
a. Does the periodical contain folk
tales and fables? Fictions? Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
b. Does the periodical contain epic,
myths and legends? No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
c. Does it contain modern fantasy? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
d. Does the magazine contain
humorous stories? Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes
e. Does the magazine contain modern
stories of realism? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
f. Does the magazine contain stories
of famous lives? Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes
TABLE 4—Continued
Highlights ForChildren Boys' Life Weeisdom Children's Activities Children's Digest Children's Playmate Jacknd Jill
I. Stories (Cont'd)
g. Does it contain adventure stories? Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes
h. Does it contain science fictions? Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes
II. Poems
a. Are the poems written by children
in the periodical? Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
b. Does the periodical contain
classic poems? Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
c. Are these poems by known poets? Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
III. Features
a. Does the periodical contain
features which appear regularly? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
b. Are these specialties of a
(1) seasonal or (2) current nature? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
TABLE 4—Continued
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IV, Things-To-Do
a. Does it contain games? Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
b. Does it contain puzzles Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
c. Does it contain club activities? Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes
d. Does it offer special program
suggestions? Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
e. Does it provide songs, oral
and instrumental enjoyment? Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
f. Does the publication contain
riddles? Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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reading skills, such as word recognition and word analysis skills.
Understanding diacritical marking, mastering the use of phonetics,
clubs, using structual analysis, compound words, prefixes, suffixes,
roots and syllabication. In order for the magazine to function as a
useful aid, its subject matter must be suited to the interest and
abilities of the pupils for whom it is intended. It is ordinarily
possible to appraise growth in understanding vocabulary and in word
recognition because the two essential aspects of vocabulary building
are intimately related. As it relates to an intermediate reading
program, the seven selected magazines contributed to vocabulary
growth in word recognition, and word analysis skills.
Table 5 indicates the distribution of rating according to
the features which relate to the peculiar values or the function of
the seven selected periodicals.
Extent to which criteria are met.—A program which places
adequate emphasis on the development of the fundamental reading skills
and stresses life related experiences is vital if reading growth is to
be achieved. In order for the magazines to fulfill the purpose of
literature, stimulate the imagination, provide for wholesome enter¬
tainment and provide for mental alertness, its subject matter must not
only be suited to the interest and abilities of the pupils, but it
must also be acceptable in the light of present day educational views.
Types of activities.—The function or value of the items in
the periodical is determined to an extent by the distribution of
emphasis of types of activities. The stories, poems, games, music,
and other literature reflect quality and variety. Suggested readiness
TABLE 5
DISTRIBUTION OF THE RATING OF THE SEVEN SELECTED PERIODICALS
ACCORDING TO THE FUNCTION OR THE VALUE
Highlights ForChildren Boys' Life Weeisdom Children's Activities Children's Digest Children's Playmate Jacknd Jill11
1. Does the periodical contain easy Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
reading materials?
2. Is it suitable for advanced readers? Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes
3. Is there provision for individual
differences? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes
4. Does the periodical contain
dictionary skills? Yes No No Yes Yes No Yes
5. Does the material allow for variation
in reading? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes
6. Does the periodical contain word
recognition skills? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
7. Are there materials that pertain
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activities for developing word recognition would perhaps enable better
language growth. Individual differences may be met through the use of
enrichment activities designed for the superior learner as well as the




c. Letters to the editor
d. Informal telling of jokes and riddles
e. Conversation and discussions
f. Oral communication
Table 6 indicates the distribution of rating according to
type of activities found in the seven selected periodicals. The
table shows that the periodicals rated from "4" to "0" with "4"
representing the highest rating. Of the seven periodicals four
rated at the excellent level. They were: Highlights for Children,
Wee-Wisdom. Children's Activities, and Children's Playmate. Two of
the magazines contained the feature but in varying degrees. One
magazine rated "at an excellent level" in two of the activities and
rated "at a fair level" in four of the activities.
TABLE 6
DISTRIBUTION OF RATINGS OF THE PERIODICALS
ACCORDING TO TYPE OF ACTIVITIES
Type of Activities As
Indicated in Each Magazine Highlight ForChildren Boys'Life Wee Wisdom Children's Activities Children's Digest Children's Playmate Jacknd Jill
1. The stories, poems, and other
children's literature are appro¬
priate in quality and variety. 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
2. Sections are provided for
developing readiness and promoting
advanced reading. 4 0 4 4 4 4 4
3. The development of the content
material is easy to follow by pupils. 4 4 4 4 4 4 2
4. There is sufficient variety to
insure interest. 4 4 4 4 4 4 2
5. The format of these magazines
provide motivation. 4 4 4 4 3 4 2
6. Supplementary enrichment material




If we are to prepare our children for life now and in the
future, our schools must give greater time to regular carefully-
planned (not occasional) preparation for useful activities most will
perform every day of their lives. This study added to the evidence
that periodicals are important both in the education and recreation
of children. Reading periodicals and newspapers is popular at all
age levels beginning with the primary grades. Of the thousands of
periodicals published, children and adults alike are largely uninformed
as to which could serve them best.
In a rapidly changing society, the content of expression has
become increasingly significant and complicated. This age of
electronics, of swift modes of transportation, communication, of new
understanding about people, and about learning has created some basic
problems relating to the instructional program in the schools. There
is a greater need to use the tools of language, reading, and spelling
with increased effectiveness. Therefore, children should be provided




The problem involved in this study was to analyze, interpret,
and appraise seven selected children's periodicals with reference to
physical format, typography, variety of content and adaptability of
content to the program of reading in the intermediate grades.
More specifically, the purpose of this study was to determine
1. The desirable features of the physical make-up of
the periodicals
2. The average pagination coverage of articles and/or
topics presented
3. The variety of overall content of the periodicals
4. The adaptability of the content to the reading
program for intermediate grade children
5. The extent to which the materials in the periodicals
meet the criteria and fulfill the purpose of litera¬
ture, namely; (a) stimulation of the imagination,
(b) provision of wholesome entertainment, (c) pro¬
vision of mental curiosity and alertness
6. The peculiar value and/or function of these
periodicals in an intermediate grade level program
of reading
The findings were analyzed in terms of certain criteria used
for evaluating magazines.
The central locale of this study was in Trevor Arnett Library
Atlanta University, and in the writer's home in Atlanta, Georgia.
The Descriptive Survey Method of Research, utilizing the
technique of content analysis, was used in collecting data necessary
to fulfill the purposes of this study.
The materials used were gathered from the following sources:
1. Articles, magazines, and periodicals
2. Textbooks of a professional nature
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3. Curriculum guides
4. Textbooks from educational publishers
5. Set of criteria designed to evaluate the selected
periodicals
The procedures used in conducting this study were:
1. Literature related to the study was reviewed and
presented in summarized form.
2. Criteria were formulated for selecting the seven
periodicals.
3. The periodicals were described in terms of physical
make-up and content materials.
4. The materials were read, organized, and classified.
5. Findings, conclusions, implications and recommen¬
dations were made and included in the final thesis
copy which would be helpful to elementary teachers
in selecting periodicals for children.
Summary of Related Literature
The review of related literature made distinct contribution to
this study. The findings are summarized as follows:
1. Content analysis applies mostly to the character¬
istics of content, form, producer of content, and
effect of content.
2. The technique of content analysis has grown very
rapidly in recent years.
3. Schools should accept responsibility for regular,
carefully-planned instruction in the use of
periodicals beginning with primary grades.
4. Reading magazines and newspapers is popular at
all grade levels in elementary school.
5. There are important values in periodicals of
which the majority of readers are unaware.
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6. A major responsibility of the classroom teacher is
to provide enriching and enlightening experiences
which will enable the child to speak and write.
Summary of Basic Findings
The significant findings as revealed in the content of this
thesis are as follows:
1. All of the periodicals contained all of the features
related to physical make-up. The features were:
general format, illustration, size of print, binding,
number of pages, and quality of paper. All of the
periodicals rated "at an excellent level" according
to these features.
2. According to pagination all of the periodicals devoted
several pages to stories and activities; six of the
seven periodicals devoted several pages to regular
features; three of the magazines devoted several
pages to poems; three periodicals devoted several
pages to verses by children; and four of the periodi¬
cals devoted several pages to clubs.
3. The features relating to the variety of overall
content of the seven selected periodicals were rated
in four of the periodicals "at a good level." Three
were rated "at a fair level," and one was rated "at
an excellent level."
4. The periodicals were appropriate in terms of
developing comprehension in specific reading skills.
These were: word recognition; word analysis; under¬
standing diacritical marking; mastering the use of
phonetics; using structural analysis; compound words,
prefixes, suffixes, roots; and syllabication.
5. The features relating to the extent to which the
periodicals provided sequential development of the
major skills according to activities were "at an
excellent level" in six of the periodicals. The
remaining one showed evidence of these features but
at varying degree of emphasis.
6. Comparison of the findings of the seven periodicals,
according to the criteria revealed that the majority
of the periodicals rated high, with varying degrees
of emphasis placed on (a) procedures and illustrations.
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(b) the skills and activities were suited to the
interests, needs and abilities at the intermediate
level; (c) the development of major skills in
reading.
Conclusions
The conclusions of this study were specific answers to the
purpose of this study. The conclusions were based on the data source
in the present study.
1. The seven periodicals for children gave evidence
that the editors and publishers placed considerable
emphasis on the attractiveness of the format, use
of colors, quality of paper, size of print, and
quality and variety of items.
2. With respect to pagination the periodicals differed
to some degree in pages devoted to the stories,
activities, and other skills.
3. According to variety of content most of the features
and other activities in all the periodicals were
suitable and in accord with the needs and interests
of pupils at the intermediate level.
4. With respect to the types of activities designed to
stimulate effective oral expression and reading, the
periodicals differed in some degree and emphasis.
It appeared that greater attention was given to
skills in reading.
5. From the comparison of these findings with certain
criteria enumerated in the content of the thesis, it
was concluded that the editors and publishers
appeared to have been in agreement as to what should
or should not be presented in the periodicals for
children.
Implications
The findings and conclusions of this study suggested certain
implications. The statements that follow present them.
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1. The high quality of the periodicals which were
analyzed merits any effort that a school might make
in accepting responsibility for regular, carefully-
planned instruction in the use of them.
2. Girls and boys at the intermediate grade level can
fulfill many of their needs through reading these
periodicals.
3. It is highly probable that the seven periodicals
can heighten and increase the reading interest of
intermediate grade pupils.
Recommendations
The findings, conclusions and implications which grew out of
this research would appear to warrant the following recommendations:
1. The teacher, librarian, and other professional
personnel who may be called upon to serve on a
periodical selection committee for intermediate
grades should consider these major factors which
may determine the quality of the selected periodi¬
cals: (a) t3rpes of activities emphasized; (b) the
physical and general features of the periodicals;
(c) the extent to which opportunities are provided
for intermediate grade children to express them¬
selves; (d) the extent to which the needs, interests,
and abilities are considered for intermediate grade
children.
2. Consideration should be given to the use of the check-
test method in selecting and evaluating periodicals
for children.
3. Periodicals should be used as supplemental materials
rather than required exercises.
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Instructions: The check-test is divided into two parts, and directions
precede each part.
PART I
Directions: Place "X" in the column opposite each of the items in
order to indicate the occurrence or non-occurrence
of a given feature.
Place the "X" in the column designated "Yes" if the
feature occurs.




1. Is the cover of the periodical
attractive?
2. Does the size of the print seem
adequate?
3. Is the periodical easy to hold for
comfortable reading?
4. Is the print large and clear?





6. Is the things-to-do section suitable
for whom it is intended?
7. Are the stories suitable for readers
of various ages?
8. Does the illustration have a genuine
appeal to young readers?
9. Are the pictures unrelated to
accompanying articles?10.Does the periodical have a durable
binding?
FART II
Directions: Rate each item in the part on the scale of 4 - 0, with
"4" representing the highest rank. The relative
quality of special features within the seven periodicals
is indicated according to this code:
"4" means "at an excellent level"
"3" means "at a good level"
"2" means "at a fair level"
"1" means "at a poor level"
"0" means "no evidence"
Opposite each item place an "X" in that column which
most nearly describes the appraisal of the feature.
If there is no evidence, place an "X" in the column
designated "0".
Editorship and Point of View 4 3 2 1 0
A.
1. The editors are specialists in
their respective field.
2. Special aims can be accomplished
only through the pupils' special
interest.
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Editorship and Point of View 4 3 2 1 0
B.
1. It appears that the subject
matter is simply written and
presented with distinction.
2. The stories, poems, and children's
literature are appropriate in
quality and variety.
3. The vocabulary, sentence structure
are well adapted to grade level,
4. The materials emphasize the
development of social competence.
C. Presentation of Materials
1. Sections are provided for
developing readiness and promoting
advanced reading.
2. Sections are provided for manners,
conduct, living with other people,
moral and spiritual values,
3. Sections are provided for nature
and science stimulation to think
and reason, stimulation to create.
D. Provision for individual differences
1. Supplementary enrichment material
is provided for rapid learners.
2. Children are able to check their
own weakness,
E. Valuable to instruction
1. The material is well illustrated.
2. Pictures, puzzles, charts and guides
offer valuable aid to instruction.
3. Picture and games make a direct con¬
tribution to learning.
MAGAZINE LIST
The following list includes seven selected periodicals taken
from a list of magazines that were recommended for use in organized
study. The magazines used in this research were taken from this list.
Periodical Publisher and Location
Highlights for Children Highlights for Children, Inc.
Coliambus, Ohio
Boys' Life Boy Scouts of America
New Brunswick, New Jersey
Wee-Wisdom Unity School of Christianity
Lees Summit, Missouri
Children's Activities
Children's Digest The Better Reading Foundation
New York
Children's Playmate Children's Playmate Magazine, Inc
Cleveland, Ohio
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